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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 1867] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the*bill 
(S. 1867) for the relief of Margherita Gentile, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On line 7, change the period to a colon and add the following: 


Provided, That there be given a suitable and proper bond or undertaking 
approved by the Attorney General, in such amount and containing such con- 
ditions as he may prescribe, to the United States and to all States, Territories, 
counties, towns, municipalities, and districts thereof holding the United States 
and all States, Territories, counties, towns, municipalities, and districts thereof 
harmless against Margherita Gentile becoming a public charge. 

Sec. 2. For the purposes of this Act the said Margherita Gentile shall be 
held and considered to be the minor child of her father, a United States citizen. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to waive the excluding 
provision of the immigration law in behalf of Margherita Gentile 
who has been certified as being a feeble-minded person. The bill 
has been amended to provide for the posting of a bond as a guaranty 
that the beneficiary will not become a public charge and to “consider 
her as a minor child inasmuch as she is now 21 years of age. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary, of the bill was born in Italy on September 21, 1930, 
arid presently resides in that country. Her father became a citizen 
of the United States in 1936.. In 1946 her father filed petitions for 
the issuance of visas to his wife, their son, and thé beneficiary of the 
bill. ‘The wife and son were able to obtain visas, but the beneficiary 
of the bill was unable to obtain a visa because she was found to be a 
feeble-minded person. The mother, father, and son all reside in the 
United States and by waiving the inadmissible ground the daughter 
will be able to join her family in this country. 

Pp A letter, with attached memorandum, dated May 16, 1952, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


May 16, 1952. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1867) for the relief of Margarite 
(Margherita) Gentile, an alien. The bill would make the alien eligible for perma- 
nent admission to the United States despite the fact that she has been certified as 
being feeble-minded. 

There is enclosed a memorandum prepared by the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service of this Department, setting forth the facts in this case. 

In the absence of special legislation, Miss Gentile cannot be permitted to enter 
the United States for permanent residence. The record in her case does not 
present considerations sufficient to justify exempting her from the operation of 
section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, which was enacted for the protection of 
the American people. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the measure. 

Sincerely, 
A, Drevirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
Service Fires Re Marearite (Marauerita) GENTILE, BENEFICIARY OF 
S. 1867 


Margarite. (Margherita) Gentile was born in Italy on September, 21, 1930, and 
is a citizen of that country. She resides in Italy and has never been in the United 
States. Her father, Giuseppe Gentile, became a citizen of the. United States on 
December 23, 1936. In 1946 he filed a petition for issuance,of immigration-visas 
to his wife, Marie, his son, Nicholas, and his CAREC, Margarite, in order to 
to have the entire family join him in this country. , The petition was approved by 
this Service and forwarded to the American consul at Naples, Italy. isas were 
issued to the wife and son and they were admitted at the port of New York on 
September 13, 1946, for permanent residence. However, his daughter, Margarite, 
was refused an immigration visa due to the fact that she had been found to be a 
feeble-minded person and was therefore inadmissible to the United States under 
the first category of section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917, which provides for 
the exclusion from the United States of feeble-minded persons. 

This Service has been informally advised by the Department of State that the 
alien was examined by surgeons of the United States Public Health Service on 
July 16, 1946, November 12, 1947, and on September 11, 1950. On.each occasion 
she was certified as class (A) feeble-minded, and is, therefore, inadmissible to. the 
United States under the first category of section 3 of the Immigration Act of 1917. 
Her father, Giuseppe Gentile, was last notified of the findings of the Public 
Health Service regarding her condition by the Department of State under date of 
March 26, 1951. 

Mr. Gentile stated that his daughter has always been a very shy person and 
reticent when with strangers or persons not closely acquainted with an and in 
addition, due to the intense bombings which she experienced in Italy during World 
War II, she became nervous. He claims she is not mentally defective in any way. 
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He stated that his daughter is in good health, and that she lives with his sister-in- 
law who has nine children of her own and who is not financially able to care for 
his daughter. 

It is alleged that the alien’s parents as well as her brother are hard-working 
persons who have accumulated a considerable amount of savings and have pur- 
chased a home in this country. Her father earns $68 a week. The total assets 
of her parents are worth $14,000. 


Senator William Benton, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 


UniTep States SENATE, 
July 30, 1951. 
Senator Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Judiciary Committee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


’ Dear Senator McCarran: With reference to the bill I introduced for the 
relief of Margherita Gentile, S. 1867, I submit the following information for the 
consideration of your committee. 

Her father, Giuseppe Gentile, was born in Italy on May 7, 1897, and her 
mother, Catherina Gentile, was born in Italy on September 25, 1901. Mr. Gentile 
first arrived in this country in 1923, and returned to Italy on several occasions for 
visits. He was naturalized in 1936 in New York City. He made the necessary 
arrangements for his family to join him in the United States in 1946. His wife, 
son, and daughter closed their home in Italy and made all arrangements to depart. 
However, at the last minute permission to depart was refused Margherita Gentile 
on the grounds that she was held to be feeble-minded. 

I am told that both parents are hard working individuals who have accumu- 
lated a considerable amount of savings and have purchased a home since their 
arrival. Since her parents’ departure from Italy, Margherita Gentile has lived 
with an aunt who has cared for her. She was a nervous child from the time of 
her birth, but she was never sick and her parents feel that her present mental con- 
dition was caused by bombing during the war. Her parents are in excellent finan- 
cial condition to care for their daughter. They feel that if she rejoins her parents 
she will regain her health, inasmuch as they are in a far better position to care for 
her than her aunt in Italy. 

May I also, at this time, urge early and favorable consideration of this measure. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Wituiam Benton, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1867), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





